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Contact: Brad Bellacicco (410) 749-0144

Salisbury Area Chamber of Commerce’s 87th Annual Banquet

The Salisbury Area Chamber of Commerce held its 87th Annual Banquet Thursday, April 12, 2007 at Green Hill Yacht & Country Club. The evening events included the installation of 2007-2008 Officers and Directors, the presentation of the 2007 Chamber of Commerce Award, and a silent auction to benefit Wicomico Mentoring Project. 

In place of a guest speaker this year, there were musical selections performed by Stewart Soper accompanied on the piano by Caroline Presburg, a junior at James M. Bennett High School. Stewart Soper is a math teacher at Bennett High School and very involved with the Rock’N’Roll Revival program. He has also been Chairman of the Salisbury Festival for six consecutive years. 
Philip L. Tilghman of John F. Tilghman & Sons, Inc. has officially taken over as Chamber President at the dinner.  He is a major political and business leader in the area.  Tilghman served on the Wicomico County Council from 1986 to 2002 including four years as President of the Council and eight years as Council Vice President. Tilghman has served as the president of the Delmarva Oil Heat Association and the Hebron Lions Club.  He is currently chairman of the Wicomico Partnership for Families and Children and is the host of his own community affairs show on PAC 14, our public access cable television channel.  He has been active in the Democratic Party, St. Philip’s Episcopal Church and the Salvation Army.  He lives in Salisbury with his wife of almost 43 years, Carolyn. Together they have three children, Kimble Wysocki, Amy T. Miller, J. Patrick Tilghman and six grandchildren.
Our outgoing president Gerry DiBartolo, has led this Chamber as President through a memorable year.  Gerry secured the capstone gift from Perdue for our $750,000 campaign to retire the debt on the building and to build up the value of the Salisbury Chamber Foundation Account.  Of the original $500,000 cost of our Chamber’s new building, we currently owe less than $200,000.

Cocktail Hour was sponsored by Mercantile Peninsula Bank and began at 6:15 p.m. followed by dinner at 7:15 p.m.
The Chamber is proud to announce the 2007-2008 slate of Officers and Directors working in conjunction with President Tilghman.

Chamber Officers:
Immediate Past President          Gerard R. DiBartolo
     Salisbury University
President Elect                          Michael Kleger
                  PKS & Co.
Vice President                           Scott Robertson

     Laws & Robertson, P.A.            
Vice President                           Al Chandler
                  Delmarva Homes
Vice President                           Dawn Tilghman                    Burnett White Tire and Auto         
Secretary/Treasurer                   Victor G. Lowe                     Peninsula Neurosurgical Assoc., P.A.
Asst. Secretary/Treasurer          Sandy Fitzgerald

     Pohanka Automotive Group
Legal Counsel                            Henry L. Vinyard                 Vinyard & Spain, Attorneys at Law

Assistant Legal Counsel            S. James Sarbanes
   Laws & Robertson, P.A. 

March 2008 


March 2009                                 March 2010
Edward J. Heath 

Gary Gaskill


Julie DeYoung

Albert G. Knezevich                   Jack Morita


Bradley Gillis
G. Matthew Drew
            Hunter Johnston

             Kenny Soni
Donnie E. Williams                    Joe Wright


Joseph Stefursky
Jeffrey Middleton                       Peter Roskovich

             Stephen Franklin
Edward M. Thomas                    Thomas Wisniewski

Jean Sewell
Michelle Wright                              



William Tingle
Chamber Honors President and CEO of First Shore Federal Savings and Loan with Citizen of the Year Award

The Chamber honored Martin T. Neat, President and CEO of First Shore Federal Savings and Loan, with the Salisbury Area Chamber of Commerce’s Citizen of the Year Award.  

Mr. Neat was recognized as a major contributor to quality of life on the Lower Eastern Shore because of his lifetime of involvement and leadership in political activities and community programs.  Mr. Neat has provided leadership in nearly every major fundraising endeavor in our community and is the energizer bunny of good causes. 

Mr. Neat has chaired Wor-Wic Community College Capital Campaign, and was the board chair of the Community Foundation of the Eastern Shore during which the Foundation successfully completed the Perdue Kresge Challenge, a $14 million endowment raising campaign for twenty local non-profit organizations.    

He is a Board member and was charter president of Salisbury Neighborhood Housing Service.  He is a past chairman of the Greater Salisbury Committee, and is the chairman of the annual Red Cross Celebrity Waiters Luncheon.  He is a member of the Board for Peninsula Regional Medical Center and helped guide the $100 million expansion.  He also has assisted the Magi Fund, a fundraising group for the Joseph House Center and Christian Shelter, and St. Frances de Sales Catholic Church where he served on the committee that raised funds for the soon-to-be-constructed Parish Center.

Mr. Neat is a graduate of Frostburg State College with a degree in political science, summa cum laude.  He has also earned master’s degrees in business administration and history, from Salisbury University and a certificate of advanced study in management from Frostburg State University.  He is currently an adjunct professor in finance at Salisbury University where he is famous for his tough classes.

Mr. Neat has been president and CEO of First Shore Federal Savings and Loan Association since 1991.  He has grown First Shore Federal to a $280 million thrift headquartered in Salisbury with eight branches across the Lower Shore.  
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